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CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Maybe we can do that. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: But, again, Chairman, you know, our goal is to be 
responsible for our community with our residents. That's our goals and our 
responsibility including the departments. And I think we, Maui County has never 
shied away from doing what is right for Maui County, even when it goes against 
the grain of the State or our sister counties. It has not stopped this County in the 
last 50 years that I know of of doing what is best for Maui, and I expect us to 
continue to do it that way, Chairman. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Mr. Hokama. In regards to your questioning, we'll 
send a letter to the Police Department as well as to the Finance Department for 
some kind response in regards to what happened to the six-month vehicle 
re-registration so that, you know, we get some good answers, pros and cons, in 
regards to why now it's on an annual basis. So thank you for that question. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: I think the Captain brought up some good points 
regarding the potential impacts of the--

CHAIR PONTANILLA: -Exactly. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: --ferry. Of the ferry. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: And my only comment is before you put 'em on the 
ferry, you make sure you fulfill all jurisdictional requirements of where the car is 
going to end up at. And if it's not then fine the ferry. I don't have a problem with 
that. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Me, too. Members, any more questions for Captain Fontaine, 
as well as Director Young? If not, thank you very much for being here this 
morning discussing the issue in regards to enforcement. 

Members, at this time, I don't have any other items on the agenda. So before I 
defer this item, I'd like to ask, is anybody in the audience that would like to testify 
now? This is your moment. Can you come forward? As you come forward, you 
do have, Dr. Pang, you do have three minutes to testify, one minute to conclude, 
and if you can state your name and the organization that you represent. And once 
you're done, if you could go to the clerk's desk to sign up . 

. . . BEGIN PUBLIC TESTIMONY ... 

MR. PANG: Okay, thank you. I'm Dr. Lorrin Pang. I'm the District Health Officer for 
Maui County. I'll take less than three minutes. You know, it's unfortunate that I 
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see these abandoned vehicles on the roadside, but you remember three years ago 
when we were fighting Dengue, the vehicles were around people's homes. 

We are getting reports of peoples reporting their neighbor's abandoning cars nears 
homes and then along the roadsides for health reasons. Number one, there was 
mosquito control, which they remembered from Dengue days, but it's not that 
important now, the mosquito control from cars. 

What is a little more concerning is rats. And we are going out, not a lot, but 
enough to be annoying, to treat cars near people's homes and a little bit along the 
roadside because of rats. The rats and Typhus and things like that. 

So, I mean, while I, you know, I do respect what we're trying to do, keep them off 
the roadside, once the cars go into gullies that, you know, Jan has to clean up or 
stay around people's homes, that's another big issue and problem for us. So I'd 
like to support some place to get people to take the cars to, just like we take our 
recycled stuff, too. We will do it voluntarily if there's a place that we can take it 
to. 

Now you might say, well, that's the Department of Health blocking that because 
you need permit. There is one, sometimes, where problems get overwhelming, 
either for safety or health that you have to make contingency measures on a 
short-term or you have to reach some understanding. But I certainly do not want 
to return to those Dengue days where we were chasing cars near people's homes. 
Cars near homes because of the food and rats and mosquitoes, that's a whole 
different level problem. Thank you. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Dr. Pang. Member Mateo. Dr. Pang, have a 
question from Member Mateo. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Dr. Pang. 

MR. PANG: Yes. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Good morning and thank you very much for your 
comments. When the Department of Health issued the notice for closure for the 
existing operation that was doing this particular service, were you able to provide 
comment, your comments, to the Department of Health relative to what you just 
testified this morning? 

MR. PANG: Actually, no. I kind of heard about it second-hand. At that time when they 
closed the {inaudible} park, we weren't having a car health problem, like in the 
Dengue days. And I have to be quite honest, the Dengue days were car health 
problem was a different administration, so maybe they didn't have that corporate 
memory of what happened when cars were not disposed of properly. But I'm 
here to remind people. 
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COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Okay, well, thank you. I just wish that, you know, you 
were able to also voice your comments prior to the closure because I think, you 
know, we would really not be in a crisis as we are today had a continuum been 
allowed and the opportunity for the Department of Health to work closely with 
the County in alleviating the pressures that we're, we're kind of experiencing 
now. 

MR. PANG: And in fairness to everybody, we didn't quite see the car rat or car rodent 
problem that we're seeing and treating now on an ad hoc basis--going out 
poisoning around the vehicles. But not towing the vehicles, just treating the 
vehicle and leaving it there, which is a little disconcerting. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Yeah. 

MR. PANG: Thank you. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Thank you, Dr. Pang. Thank you, Chairman. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Dr. Pang. Mr. Parsons. 

MR. PARSONS: Thank you, Chair, Committee Members. Rob Parsons. I wanted to 
briefly encourage this Committee and the Administration as, as everyone seeks 
solutions in a very tricky situation that many of us see as we drive each day. 

I did not listen to the first hour of this meeting, so my apologies if this has 
previously been covered. But I wanted to strongly encourage, particularly with 
Captain Fontaine here, that he be provided the resources and manpower to 
investigate some of the underlying causes of vehicles that we're seeing on the 
road, particularly derelict vehicles. Those vehicles that wind up on the sides of 
the road, which are already stripped of significant parts and fit the State definition 
of what's a derelict vehicle. 

And calls to my office, and I know having sat in on the Community Work Day 
Program committee with Ms. Dapitan last Thursday, calls to their office as well, 
would tend to reinforce that there are people that strongly believe where there are 
parts operations, legal or illegal--probably illegal--that are stripping cars and then 
by night are taking cars out to the side of the road as one of the Committee 
Members alluded to earlier. And I would just encourage us to look at that ... you 
know, I think if we can come in with enforcement and penalties, that that would 
send a message to the rest of the people who might be engaging in that kind of 
activity, and we might see a very significant reduction in the number of vehicles 
on the side of the road. 

And that's just one of many elements here that I know are contributing to this 
overall problem. But I think it's a significant one. Thank you. 
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CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you, Mr. Parsons. Any questions for Mr. Parsons? If 
not, thank you very much. Ms. Jan Dapitan. 

MS. DAPITAN: Thank you, Chairman, Council Committee. The appliance amnesty 
program boldly demonstrated that there's a lack of a system to keep control of 
disposable, our disposal of bulk items on an on-going basis. This is what I hope 
that you are, will not stop until that happens. 

We're one of the very few, I'm sure, communities in the Country that does not 
have this kind of simple thing from at least a junkyard. The littered vehicles are 
all over, and I wanted to just say something about how it's affecting us and our 
volunteers. We're working very hard on our Adopt-a-Roadway Program. It's 
really hard to talk to community about taking care of two miles or a mile stretch 
of roadway if there are derelict vehicles that have been sprayed for rats. And it's 
hard to ask them to clean up the insides of these automobiles with a lack of 
training to work with hazardous materials. 

We're trying to tippy-toe around some of these problems and still continue to 
fight the fight out there against litter. But within our litter ordinance, we have this 
issue of derelict vehicles. These vehicles say to people that we are tolerant, even 
laxed, when it comes to illegal dumping, health hazards, pollution from 
contaminants, road safety, neighborhood degradation and no anti-litter ethic. 

It's spreading and it's difficult now in terms of recruiting. It's summer. It's hot 
and July 23 we have our next big clean up. We will hopefully, again, bring out 
that loyal group and make a difference as they do day after day as they work. It 
shows that this lawlessness against the community. We're also getting a lot of 
reports about people in the parks cutting down trees, breaking public structures 
like fences, irrigation systems, defacing signs, illegal dump sites, graffiti. Some 
of this happens like the broken window syndrome. When you see one act of 
something that is illegal and it seems like it's not taking or it's almost being 
approved of because it's, there's no action taken, then it compounds and begins to 
be more. So I think that whether there've been any statistics, Captain Fontaine, 
would be interesting to look at. Are crimes increasing because of our appearance 
now in terms of not caring. And I know you care, so it's just the appearance, 
again, and we're looking at attitudes. With all these scattered random acts of 
lawlessness, fragmented sites of pollution, why can't we get some kind of staging 
area, some kind of emergency round up site so that we can begin to take care of 
business. 

MR. JENSEN: Three minutes. 

MS. DAPITAN: It will take a bold action to do this. It was bold action when the 
appliance amnesty was handled, and we could, we would need I think to process 
about 2,000 cars. If it's costing us $350 per car, you, you can do the math. And 
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they did something like this on Lanai, which was a small little part of it. Maybe 
we can do something on Maui. How many cars have we brought in in the period 
where none was left? How many new cars are coming in every day, and none are 
taken, being taken care of. We used to work together on these solutions. We 
used to try to help people who were in trouble. If it was a business, and especially 
the only business in town, if it was a group of people who wanted to do the right 
thing, and we would get them together and come up with some sort of a solution. 
I guess, we the people out there, with our litterbags, want to know why. 

MR. JENSEN: Four minutes. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you. Members, any questions for testifier? Thank you, 
again. Anyone else out there that want to testify? If not, Members, if there's no 
objection, I'd like to close public testimony. 

COUNCILMEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you very much . 

. . . END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY ... 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Members, we had a very good discussion in regards to 
abandoned vehicles as well as the white goods. And hearing from the 
Department, I know the Department is trying to do all of ... well, the Department 
and, and the Administration is doing all they can in regards to resolving this 
abandoned vehicle problem. And I think we got lot of work to do in regards to 
taking a look at the ordinances. We need to look at the rezoning at the Puunene 
Airport to provide some space for Public Works to store these abandoned 
vehicles. And surely we'd like to work with the Department of Health, and, in 
turn, the Department of Health, if you could work with us in regards to this big 
issue that we have on Maui. 

So with that, Members, if there's no objections, the Chair would like to defer this 
item. And the reason why for deferring is I want to ensure that we take care of 
our abandoned vehicles as well as our white goods. This will keep focus on the 
Committee, as well focus on the Administration that, you know, we're here to do 
all we can to, to solve this issue that we have today here on Maui. So with that, 
Members, if there's no objection, the Chair would like to defer this item. 

COUNCILMEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you very much. This meeting is adjourned 

ADJOURNED: 11:16 a.m. 
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